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Oracle · Tutor · Adversary

Front: three postures, a tool-agnostic student-facing instruction for each, and boundary conditions. Back: the mismatch warning, learner-stage guidance, and access notes.
	Posture
	One tool-agnostic student-facing instruction
	Boundary condition

	Oracle
Fast, fluent answers. The default posture when no other is specified.
	“After you have made your own attempt and named what you want checked, you may ask AI for a direct answer — then verify it against [named source] and explain any correction.”
	Useful for experts who can evaluate output. Risky for novices — it short-circuits schema-building. Make it a deliberate choice, never an accident.

	Tutor
Asks questions, withholds answers, gives graduated hints, protects student effort.
	“AI will ask you questions, not give answers. After two documented attempts it may offer one hint. Submit the dialogue plus a one-paragraph reflection on what shifted in your thinking.”
	Boundary: no answer before two attempts. The submission is the dialogue + reflection, not the final answer.

	Adversary
The AI produces output; the student critiques it.
	“AI will generate three plausible-but-flawed responses to [task]. Write a 200-word critique of each, naming the flaw and its consequence.”
	Boundary: the submission is the critique, not the AI output. Requires enough schema to critique meaningfully.


Back of card
Posture mismatch warning:  Posture mismatch is the most common error. Match the posture to the learner stage, not only to the topic. Putting a novice in front of an Oracle is the most common mistake; putting a novice in front of an Adversary is the second.
Learner-stage guidance
Novice: Tutor protects productive struggle. Avoid Oracle and Adversary until schemas exist.
Intermediate: Tutor or a scaffolded Adversary with provided criteria.
Advanced: Adversary and (in Module 4) Collaborator support evaluation and judgment.
No-paid-tool note:  Any posture instruction here should work on the free tier of a major LLM. No activity in this course requires a paid tool.
A note on Collaborator:  Collaborator — student and AI work iteratively with the student responsible for final judgment and documentation — is introduced more fully in Module 4.
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