  TEACHING WITH ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE    ·    REFERENCE CARD
AIAS Quick Reference

Front: the five levels with definitions, what the student and AI do, evidence and documentation, two student-facing sentences, and typical access concerns. Back: the AIAS ladder and the rule that AIAS is vocabulary, not a universal rulebook.
Level 1 — No AI
What the student does: Works independently; product is evidence of independent capability.
What AI does: AI does nothing.  ·  Evidence: Independent product.  ·  Documentation: None required.
Example student-facing sentences: "This quiz is completed without AI so it shows your own method selection."  "Write this reflection in your own words; no AI."
Typical access/equity concern: Low tool-access risk; ensure a clear learning rationale so it does not read as merely restrictive.
Level 2 — AI Planning
What the student does: Uses AI to brainstorm or outline; produces the assessed work themselves.
What AI does: Supports planning only.  ·  Evidence: Student-produced work + brief planning note.  ·  Documentation: One sentence on what was brainstormed.
Example student-facing sentences: "You may use AI to brainstorm questions, then write the analysis yourself."  "Outline with AI if you like; the draft must be yours."
Typical access/equity concern: Minimal; document use briefly.
Level 3 — AI Collaboration
What the student does: Collaborates with AI during the work; retains intellectual responsibility.
What AI does: Used during the work, documented.  ·  Evidence: Final product + record of decisions accepted, rejected, revised.  ·  Documentation: A decision record.
Example student-facing sentences: "You may use AI during the project; document the changes you accepted and rejected."  "Work with AI, then explain in 100 words which suggestions you kept and why."
Typical access/equity concern: Implicates tool access; provide a free-tier path.
Level 4 — Full AI
What the student does: AI may be the primary producer; the student curates, evaluates, integrates, explains.
What AI does: May be the primary producer.  ·  Evidence: Curation/evaluation evidence; explanation of what changed and why.  ·  Documentation: Stronger evidence of curation.
Example student-facing sentences: "AI may draft; you select, correct, and justify every change you keep."  "Generate with AI, then write a 200-word evaluation of its accuracy and bias."
Typical access/equity concern: Highest access risk; a no-cost equivalent path is required if paid AI is needed.
Level 5 — AI Critique
What the student does: The AI's behavior is itself the object of study.
What AI does: Is the object of critique.  ·  Evidence: The critique itself (method, evidence, limits, effects).  ·  Documentation: The critique is the evidence.
Example student-facing sentences: "Evaluate three AI-generated claims; identify the flaws and consequences."  "Critique the model's reasoning about this source."
Typical access/equity concern: Free-tier output is sufficient; no paid requirement.
Back of card — the AIAS ladder
	Level
	Name
	What AI does
	Evidence required
	Typical equity concern

	Level 1
	No AI
	AI does nothing.
	Independent product.
	Low tool-access risk; ensure a clear learning rationale so it does not read as merely restrictive.

	Level 2
	AI Planning
	Supports planning only.
	Student-produced work + brief planning note.
	Minimal; document use briefly.

	Level 3
	AI Collaboration
	Used during the work, documented.
	Final product + record of decisions accepted, rejected, revised.
	Implicates tool access; provide a free-tier path.

	Level 4
	Full AI
	May be the primary producer.
	Curation/evaluation evidence; explanation of what changed and why.
	Highest access risk; a no-cost equivalent path is required if paid AI is needed.

	Level 5
	AI Critique
	Is the object of critique.
	The critique itself (method, evidence, limits, effects).
	Free-tier output is sufficient; no paid requirement.


Important:  AIAS is vocabulary, not a universal rulebook or an integrity policy. It specifies what students may do on a task; an integrity policy specifies what counts as a violation and what process follows. Both are needed; they are different documents. A single level pasted across a whole course usually fails.
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