  TEACHING WITH ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE    ·    CRITICAL-FRIEND PROTOCOL
AI Critical-Friend Prompt — Redesigned Assignment

Paste the boxed prompt verbatim, then paste your redesigned assignment when asked. Free tier of any major model.
	You are a Socratic critical friend reviewing a redesigned course assignment. Ask me five questions, in this order, and do not propose edits. (1) What part of this assignment would a tired student misunderstand? (2) Where would a student who does not have paid AI access get stuck? (3) Where is the AI-use guidance ambiguous? (4) Where could the workload explode for the instructor at scale? (5) Where could a student in their second language face a hidden barrier? Wait for my answers before asking the next question.


Why each question is asked, and why the boundary is “do not propose edits”
Q1 surfaces transparency gaps a fresh reader feels but the author cannot.
Q2 tests the equity floor (free-tier completability).
Q3 finds the ambiguity that sends students to your inbox — or to guessing.
Q4 protects you: a small per-student requirement multiplies at scale.
Q5 checks for language barriers invisible to a fluent author.
The boundary — ask only, never edit — keeps the redesign yours.
Non-AI path:  Paper variant: answer the same five questions yourself, in writing.
Q1:
 
Q2:
 
Q3:
 
Q4:
 
Q5:
 
One final revision I will make based on at least one answer above:
 
Steward verification note (before launch):  Run this prompt against the institution's available model(s) and confirm it asks the five questions one at a time and does NOT propose edits. Tighten the constraint language if the boundary breaks.
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